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October 31, 2003 
Bay of Fundy region
TERRA MODIS RGB 

TERRA MODIS Optical Depth

Aerosol over clouds
OD 0.6-0.8



GLAS 532 nm real-time 
quicklook

October 31, 2003



November 2, 2003
Eastern Seaboard
MODIS TERRA RGB

MODIS Optical Depth

Highly structured aerosol
Optical depth ~ 0.4



GLAS 532 nm

GLAS 1064 nm

We believe that the aerosol
feature at 10-13km to the
south of the cloud deck is
smoke aerosol from California



More examples

• Several other examples of MODIS detection 
of the LA area fires as the plumes crossed 
the US are available on the USAirQuality 
weblog (http://alg.umbc.edu/usaq)

• The coincident use of GLAS and MODIS 
allows confirmation that the smoke plumes 
were lofted to high altitudes (>10km) and 
travelled above cloud systems in the US


