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Why is this needed?

• Everyone wants to 
start sampling, 
BUT

• Data gathered 
before a Quality 
Assurance Project 
Plan (QAPP) is in 
place is SUSPECT

• Small staff sharing 
duties, so QAPP 
writing is difficult

• QAPPs are 
mandatory



Writing a QAPP the old 
way:



If you are lucky:

• Everyone on the 
project writes 
and approves 
the QAPP

• The QAPP 
reflects what 
you actually 
plan to do and 
then do



The TAMS Center obtained 
$50 k from EPA:

• The software designer for TEISS 
is completing the first test 
version of Turbo-QAPP

• OAQPS will “approve” it, so it 
will be acceptable* by all EPA 
regions

• Will be FREE to all tribes



The software makes it 
fun!
• STARTS with what must be the 

driving question—WHY are we 
making these measurements?

• Uses TAMS Center QAPP 
templates, so that example text 
can be used

• Tool tips, links, definitions, and 
references all included



Turbo-QAPP is flexible:

• Multiple pollutants
• All FRM and FEM options
• “other” category
• Various organization types, sizes, 

working relationships



Turbo-QAPP gives you 
assurance:
• Walks the user through all 7 steps of 

the Data Quality Objectives Process
• Uses both EPA terms and their common 

sense translation—PLAN, DO, CHECK, 
FIX, WRITE IT DOWN

• Uses latest guidance from EPA
• Fully explained examples
• Excel formulas for copying
• Field data sheets, etc. for copying



Software walks user 
through:

• Writing a QAPP
• Integrating QA with 

planning and 
implementation of 
your project

• Frees you up to 
actually do the work 
and look at your 
data!





Multiple pollutants and 
methods:



Methods can be 
edited if you 
have a special 
situation (for 
example, the 
Alaska shelters 
due to the 
extreme cold)









Example reports are provided for you to 
modify





Turbo-QAPP uses EPA 
numbering system and 
BOTH “real-world” and 
EPA terms

How you will 
calculate 
and 
summarize 
your data



Turbo-QAPP lets you:

• Export into Word or .pdf at any point 
and save, edit, or print

• Not hassle with TOC, EPA 
numbering, document control 
headers

• Turbo-QAPP saves your project so 
that you can go back later and add 
additional methods, change siting, 
etc.



Tribes lead the way:
• START with QA (WHY are we 

making these measurements?)
• Early attention to QA help you 

SAVE time and $
• Integrated pollutants/personnel
• Huge interest from state and local 

organizations
• EPA OAQPS is using TAMS Center 

model QAPPs in this software as 
applicable for states and locals

 



Turbo-QAPP evaluation 
and testing:
• Since Aug approx 10 

tribes have used 
turbo-QAPP so far, 1 
has been approved

• Series of WebEx
demos to EPA regions

• Available on CD here




