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DARTõs Role in Transit-Oriented Development

Why is DART Involved in Economic 

Development?

Mission Statement

ÅTo build and operate a safe, efficient and effective 

transportation system that, within the DART Service Area, 

provides mobility, improves the quality of life, and stimulates 

economic development.
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$4.26 Billion in Direct TOD

ÅNovember 2007 UNT Study

ü$4.26 billion in TOD as of 2007

üEstimated state and local tax revenues 

associated with TOD $127 million 

annually in property tax, sales tax, and 

state tax 

(non-DART properties)
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TOD Defined

Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) is moderate- to higher-

density development, located within an easy walk of a major 

transit stop, generally with a mix of residential, employment, 

and shopping opportunities designed for pedestrians without 

excluding the auto.
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When we say TOD, what do we mean?

ÅA 5-to-10 minute walk to everything

ÅClose to home, office, shopping, and civic spaces

ÅA place where transit greets special places
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Core Center Edge

ÅCore

üUp to 1/8th mile

üGreatest intensity

ÅCenter

ü¼ mile

üIntermediate intensity

ÅEdge

ü½ mile

üGreater than community 

average intensity
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TOD Planning Principles

ÅGreater density than community 

average

ÅReduced parking

ÅConvert surface parking to 

structured parking 

ÅQuality pedestrian environment

ÅA mix of uses

ÅA defined center

ÅTransit integrated with TOD
Stations help define the most 

important places
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TOD Elements

ÅSafe streets

ÅPedestrian-oriented

ÅStrong center

ÅLocal services

ÅParks and open space

ÅHousing choices

ÅGood jobs

ÅCreate destinations

ÅStructured parking or further-removed surface parking
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Future Demand for TOD

14.7 million

US TOD Households

(2025)

9%

12%

15%

64%

Single Parents,
Other Households
With Children

Married Couples with
Children

Other Households
without Children

Singles and Couples
without Children

64% of demand

ÅSingle households

ÅCouples without 

children

20% of demand

ÅHouseholds with 

children
Source: Center for Transit-Oriented Development, ñHidden in Plain Sight: Capturing the 

Demand for Housing Near Transitò
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TOD housing generates fewer car trips than 

conventional housing

TCRP Report 128 - Effects of TOD on Housing, Parking, and Travel (2008)

Recent Study:

Residential TODs generated 47% fewer vehicle trips 

per dwelling unit during a 24-hour weekday than the 

standard in the International Traffic Engineers (ITE) 

Manual

3.55 trips compared to 6.67 trips per dwelling unit 
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DARTõs Philosophy for TOD

ÅEach station is unique ï

development should be specific 

to the site

ÅAny unsolicited interaction with 

developers is critical and 

encouraged

ÅThink outside the box ïdifferent 

approaches to integrating 

development

ÅPartnership / coordination with 

member cities and other 

government entities is essential
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DARTõs Role in TOD

Å Lead the way in early stages of LRT Planning

Å Incorporate TOD objectives into station area 

planning: transit, land use, pedestrians, cars

Å Leverage DART real property assets to:

V Develop future revenue streams with TOD

V Direct and concentrate TOD and urban infill 

around transit facilities, develop new ridership

V Enhance value and maximize function of transit 

facilities

Å Identify potential funding sources for added 

amenities: TIFs, PIDs, bond projects, grants



DARTõs Role in Transit-Oriented Development

New Approved TOD Policy           August 2008 

DART seeks to work in close partnership with its 

member cities to identify and implement TOD 

opportunities. By promoting high quality Transit 

Oriented Development on and near DART owned 

propertiesé. generate new opportunities to create 

revenue for DART, and environmentally sustainable 

livable communities that are focused on transit 

accessibility. 

Purpose
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Å The Transit Authority

Å The City

Å The Developer

The Players

City

Developer

DART

ÅDevelop Proposals

ÅLand Assembly

ÅEntitlements

ÅDesign

ÅConstruction

ÅPlanning

ÅZoning

ÅPermits

ÅCommunity Facilitator

ÅLand Owner

ÅImplementation Tools

ÅTransit Developer

ÅLand Owner

ÅPlanning Partner

ÅDevelopment Partner

ÅConstruction Facilitator

http://www.ci.carrollton.tx.us/
http://www.ci.addison.tx.us/
http://www.ci.farmers-branch.tx.us/
http://www.ci.garland.tx.us/Home/
http://www.ci.rowlett.tx.us/Rowlett
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External Coordination & Education

ÅActive relationships with member cities

ÅCommunication with Developers

ÅEducational outreach to general public
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Development Tools
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Mockingbird

Station
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Mockingbird

Station
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TOD: Downtown Plano

Before

After


