
Charting a Clear Path Toward Sustainability & 

Livable Communities for All



FOUNDING PARTNERS

·A collaboration between 

ICLEI ïLocal 

Governments for 

Sustainability, U.S. 

Green Building Council, 

and Center for American 

Progress

· Inspired by the success 

of LEED Rating Systems

· ICLEI will administer the 

program



SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS $  75,000

US Green Building Council

The Johnson Foundation

SILVER SPONSOR $  50,000 

City of Seattle

BRONZE SPONSORS $  25,000

American Institute of Architects 

City of Chicago

City of Dallas

City of Portland

National League of Cities

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Westchester County



OVERVIEW

· Improve sustainability 

and livability of U.S. 

communities

·Chart a clear path for 

local governments to 

take meaningful actions 

·Standard means to 

measure and validate 

achievements



MATRIX OF LOCAL FRAMEWORKS

Themes

Usage of terms and 
themes do not share 
common definitions. 

This diversity makes it 
difficult to compare 
progress between one 
locality and another. 

Reduces opportunity to 
leverage change and 
share lessons learned.



DEFINITION

meet the needs 
of the present 
without 
compromising 
the ability of 
future 
generations to 
meet their 
own needs 

Our Common Future, Brundtland Report

·Provide all citizens with 

equal and high quality 

opportunities to live, 

learn, work and play. 

·Protect and restore the 

environment, and 

celebrate the services 

that nature provides. 

·Healthy, safe, affordable 

and inclusive.



SCOPE

·Goals, policies and 

practices that address:

·Operations 

·Services

·Areas of Influence

·Flexible to address 

differences in:

·Size and capacity

·Local or regional priorities



AUDIENCE

·Primary audience 

elected officials and 

local government staff

·Serve as strategic 

planning tool, and 

improve decision-

making

·Enhance accountability 

to citizens

·Local jurisdictions will 

apply to become a STAR 

Community



RATING SYSTEM

·National voluntary, 

consensus-based rating 

system

·Standard goals and 

performance measures

·Benchmark 

performance

·Validate achievement 

and recognize progress 

over time

·Allows for comparison



CRITERIA

·Leadership 

·Ensure scientific validity 

and technical rigor

·Cost effective to 

implement and validate 

performance ïbased on 

triple bottom line

·Balance cost and rigor



CRITERIA

·Flexible to 
accommodate existing 
municipal programs

· Inclusive ïencourages 
participation from small 
and large communities

·Address regional 
conditions

·Weight importance of 
issue

·Educate and facilitate 
information sharing 



PROCESS

Corresponding Committees

Technical Advisory Committees

Steering Committee

Public Comment

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT


