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Connected but Distinct Frameworks

Climate Change
Typical Scale

Å Global, Regional

Primary Professionals

Å Scientific 

Researchers, 

Resource Agencies

Smart Growth
Typical Scale

Å Regional, 

Neighborhood, Site

Primary Professionals

Å Planners, Civil 

Engineers, Urban 

Designers / 

Landscape 

Architects

Green Building
Typical Scale

Å Site / Building

Primary Professionals

Å Architects,  

Mechanical 

Engineers Builders, 

Construction 

Managers 
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Why Smart Growth is a 

Key Sustainability Strategyé

ÅVehicle Travel

ïRapid growth undermines gains from 

improved fuel economy and low carbon fuels

ïRising gas prices = public demand for high 

quality alternatives

ÅThe Business Case for Smart Growth
ïChanging demographics and housing 

preferences

ïSolid real estate position in uncertain times

ïCreates attractive, convenient and 

economically vibrant places
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The Impact of New 

CAFE & Low Carbon Fuel Standards

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

110%

120%

130%

140%

150%

2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

2
0
0
5
 =

 1
0
0
%

Source: S. Winkelman based on EIA AEO 2008 (revised), HR6 and 

sources cited in Growing Cooler .

CO2 

2020 New 

35 MPG

Fuel GHG:

-10%

CO2 

Target

1990



5

The Impact of VMT Growth 

on Those Reductions
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Vehicle travel is shaped byé

ÅWhere you growé

ïDowntown areas in larger cities

ïTraditional urban neighborhoods

ïTransit accessible suburban centers

ïAuto oriented suburban / town centers

ïIsolated subdivisions in exurban areas

ÅHow you growé

ïWell designed streets

ïMixed use development 

ïCompact neighborhood design
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Sustainability at the Street Level

Source:  Marcy McInelly, Urbsworks and Phil Erickson, Community Design + Architecture
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Sustainability at the Street Level

Source:  Marcy McInelly, Urbsworks and Phil Erickson, Community Design + Architecture
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Sustainability at the Neighborhood Scale


