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Methane

ÅA potent greenhouse gas (GWP = 23)

Å2nd most important GHG after CO2

ÅShort atmospheric lifetime (~12 years)

ÅMany opportunities to reduce emissions



Å AgSTAR

ïSince 1994, the number of operational biogas 

recovery systems has doubled

ïOver 120 projects are generating about 250 million 

kWh of energy per year.

Å Landfill Methane Outreach Program

ïOver 460 U.S. landfill projects ïtripled since 1994

ïStrong corporate interest in landfill gas

Å Natural Gas STAR

ï Operations in all major industry sectors,  ~ 57% of the U.S. 

industry

ï Natural Gas STAR International launch in September 2006

Å Coalbed Methane Outreach Program

ï 90% of mine degasification CH4 is used (up from 25% in 1993)

ï industry effort to demonstrate use for ventilation air methane

Methane Partnership Programs
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