
Every drop counts . . . 

Efficiency made Easy



What Is WaterSense?

ÁA voluntary partnership program 

ÁEncourage simple water-saving behaviors

ÁEstablish criteria for the labeling of high-

performing, water-efficient products.



WaterSense Philosophy

ÁGetting the most from every drop

ÁProducts labeled through WaterSense will:

ÅFeature U.S. EPA WaterSense logo

ÅBe promoted through partnerships with utilities, 

manufacturers and retailers



The WaterSense Label

Oné Soon to be oné

Toilets

Landscape Irrigation 

Certification Programs

Faucets 

Showerheads

Landscape irrigation 

control technologies



WaterSense Label Criteria

The product must:

ÅPerform as well or better than their less efficient 
counterparts

ÅBe about 20% more water efficient than average products 
in that category

ÅRealize water savings on national level

ÅProvide measurable results

ÅAchieve water efficiency through several technology 
options

ÅBe independently certified



Certifying Organizations and 

Labeled Programs

WaterSense Certifying Organization Partners

ÁIrrigation Association

ÁProfessional Landcare Network (PLANET)

ÁNorth Coast Water Conservation Group

WaterSense Labeled Programs

ÁIrrigation Association: Certified Irrigation 

Contractor and Certified Irrigation Designer



More Than 500 Labeled Faucets!

ÁToilets

ÅMore than 250 labeled 

models

ÅList available online at:
www.epa.gov/watersense/pp/het.htm

ÁFaucets

ÅMore than 700 labeled 

models

ÅList available online at:
www.epa.gov/watersense/pp/bathroo

m_faucets.htm 



Benefits of Participation

ÁNational specifications 

ÁRecognition from EPA

ÁMembership in a national network of water 

efficiency leaders

ÁAccess to WaterSense materials, templates, and 

logo or label for promotional use

ÁTools for promoting WaterSense labeled 

products, certification programs, and practices



Opportunities for Water Efficiency 

Water shortages

expected in 36 states

Consumers looking 
for ways to save on 

rising utility bills

High-performing 

technology available

Water efficiency

has potential 

for significant 

infrastructure savings

Opportunity to change 

practicesðup to 50% of 

water used in our yards is 

wasted



Strained Resources

ÁGrowing Population

ÁIncreased Demand 

ÁSupply shortages and uncertainty

ÁAging Infrastructure:

ÅDrinking water and wastewater utilities will likely 

need to invest between $485 billion and $1.2 

trillion by 2019 in order to update aging 

infrastructure and keep pace with demand.



Anticipated Water Shortages
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Source:GAO analysis of state water managersô responses to GAO survey

Statewide (2)

Regional (16)

Local (18)

None (9)

No response or uncertain (5)

Á Extent of State Shortages Likely over the Next Decade under Average Water Conditions

Á White & Light Gray states expect some shortages
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