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Houston Code Adoption

BACKGROUND

¸ Codes typically updated every 3 years - Houston Codes on 2000 
Construction Industry Council : AIA, AGC, BOMA, é , USGBC

¸ New Energy Codes
Commercial Energy Code (2004 ASHRAE 90.1) - Aug. 1 , 2008
Residential Energy code (2006 IECC) - Jan. 1, 2009
15% phased efficiency increase - October 1, 2009

¸ TX Legislature SB5 requirement:
TAMU ïESL review for stringency
2001 IECC minimum

¸ Code Enforcement Begins Review 2006 Series - January 2007
Priority on energy  code
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Houston New Directions in 

Code Adoption

MAYOR BILL WHITE

January 2006 Inauguration
ñHouston has long been the world's energy capital. Wouldn't it 

be great to also take pride in being a world leader in more 

efficient energy consumption and the use of alternative sources 

of energyò

January 2007 
ñReview the energy code first and include upgrades like cool 

roofs as long as they make economic sense.ò

May 2007 Clinton Climate Initiative NYC
ñLetôs get the most cutting edge energy code availableò  

ASHRAE 189 / 90.1-2007 ïunder development, no software
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Houston Commercial Energy 

Conservation Code

ASHRAE 90.1 - 2004

¸ More detailed than IECC and affects installation in addition to 
design

¸ More stringent than IECC:
Å Cool Roofs
Å Commissioning
Å Ownerôs Manuals
Å Air Balance Testing
Å Power Requirements

¸ Basis for Green Building Certification
199+ LEED projects underway in Houston / 21+ Certified 

¸ Issued as Houston Stand-Alone Code
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Houston Cool Roof Code


